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A SPANISH TALE. 


By Madame de Grafigny, Authoress of the Letters of a Peruvian 
Princess. 





Bad Example produces as many Virtues as Vices. 


LPHONSO the Young, convinced, from the general 

disorder which prevailed in the kingdom of Castile at 

the death of Alphonso the Cruel, that extreme severity is not 

the best support of law, resolved, when he ascended the throne, 

to calm the minds of his subjects, to give confidence to their 

hearts, and to produce as much happinness as_his predecessor 
had produced inisery. 

Born, like all men, with that inclination to rule, which 
is called tyranny when abused by monarchs, Alphonso 
would, perhaps, have been unjust and sanguinary, if he had 
succeeded to a good king ; his taste for society was thwarted 
by his distrustfuland suspicious character; both the one and the 
other, supported by authority, equally impelled his indigna- 
tion and his benevolence ; violent, absolute, inhuman, he 
tempered those royal vices by a happy peculiarity of nature, 
aided by that enlightened self-love which finds a more 
delicate pleasure in the victory that is obtained over the pas- 
sions, than in the delight of gratifying them. 

It required many years to regain the confidence and to 
bring back to the court those proud Castilians whom 
proscriptions, or a lofty spirit of independence had re- 


moved. 
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Don Pedro de Medina was one of the last who made his 
appearance there: his father bad lost his -head upon the 
scaffold by the decree of Alphouso the Cruel; left, at a very 
tender age, to the guidance of a virtuous mother, he had shared 
her misfortunes aud her affection with an amiable sister, 
whose upright, noble, and generous character unfolded itself 
only in the features of simplicity, of mildness, and of con- 
fidence. 

Contrasts are more frequently the basis of intimate con- 
nection than similarity of disposition ; we seek, in others, the 
Virtues and the good qualities which do not interfere with our 
Own; indulgence towards those errors which we have not 
ourselves, gives an appearance of superiority which indeimnifies 
us for what they make us sutler. 

The haughty character of Don Pedro inspired his sister 
with that firmness of soul which is so necessary to the conduct 
of woman, but which is so neglected in her education. The 
reason of Elvira, supported by the charms of persuasion, 
tempered the proud feelings of her brother. If she found in 
him what gratified her taste for elegant litérature, (which women 
rarely acquire, and always too late), Don Pedro found, in the 
unaffected confidence of his sister, the delights of intercourse, 
which were pure and interesting. ‘Thus, necessary to each 
other, the ties of blood scarcely formed any part of their 
mutual attachment ; and perhaps it was, therefore, the more 
solid. 

Elvira was eighteen, and her brother twenty-five, when their 
mother died, and Alphonso recalled them to court, by re- 
establishing Don Pedro in the oilicial situations which his fa- 
ther had possessed. He did not quit his solitude ; he was 
torn from it out of regard to his amiable sister : his indepen- 
dent character would have led him to prefer that kind of 
empire which he had established in his retreat, to divided 
honours with his equals; but, too just to condemn Elvira 
to obscurity, he did not hesitate to obey the orders of the 
king. 

They were received at court as all that is new is received 
there. Though there were many very beautiful wemen, the 
regularity of their features was soon effaced by the modesty, 
the dignity, and the graces of Elvira’s countenance. She 
had what is called an interesting figure: curiosity, admi- 
ration, and a desire to please her, were the predominant 
feelings in the hearts of the men: fear, jealousy, and vexation 


prevailed in those of the women: nobody spoke but of 


Elvira. 

‘The king knew but the transient emotions of love : hence, 
he was lone deceived in those which he began to feel for Elvira: 
in honouring the brother with his favour, in — 
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him with benefits, he thought he was obeying only the 
dictates of generosity, instead of yielding to the dawn- 
ing feelings which his sister had inspired. Don Pedro 
attributed the king’s favour to himself: how could he do 
otherwise ? The fillet which blinds the eyes of presumption is 
thicker than that which covers the eyes of love. 

With regard to Eivira it was not surprising that she had 
still less penetration : a young girl, upon ber entrance into the 
world, is too much occupied with conciliating the ideas 
which she receives with those which she had previously formed, 
to look beyond appearances. 

Elvira reasoned, but her heart was yet untouched by 
that feeling, which is infallible, which is indefinable, which is 
superior to reason, and which ought perhaps to be called 
instinct: it required an opportunity to be developed, and that 
Opportunity soon occurred. 

The kingdom began to assume an appearance of such 
tranquillity, that the monarch was enabled to devote some 
time to pleasure: he even thought it necessary to his policy : it 
was of importance to occupy or to amuse indolent courtiers : 
it was from reasons of state, therefore, that he gave entertain- 
ments: but Elvira appeared at court only on those days, and 
he frequently gave them. 

Towards the end of autumn there wasa hunt, to which 
the king invited all the ladiés : Elvira, who was not fond of 
noisy sports, suffered every one to pass her who was eager to 
follow the prince, in order that she might ramble more easily. 
When they thought themselves no longer observed, she 


proposed to Isabella de Mendoza to retire and repose them- 


selves. Having given orders to their attendants to wait for 
them, they entered into the wood, and sat down at the foot of a 
tree, whose thick foliage formed a kind of bower. 

While Elvira resigned herself to the charms of nature, 
and was delightfully enjoying the freshness of the air, the 
gentleness of silence, aud the tender obscurity of the forest, 
Isabella was wholly occupied in arranging a feather in her hat : 
their occupations were charactcristic of each. 

It was not that Isabella was without the necessary qualifica- 
tions to be better: bat her mind, dazzled by the fire of her 
imagination, displaced her good qualities, and even her defects: 
@ coquette with sincerity, her candour was more dangerous 
than the most skilful art; to serve ber friends, she sacrificed 
every thing, even secresy; ofticions, and no less eager 
than imprudeat, she did harm with the best intentions : 
her kindness procured her friends, and her sincerity gave 
herlovers: she was every where, and every where she was 
loved. 

4Y2 Elvira 




















































604 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 

Elvira often saw her, not only from friendship, but to 
gratify the passion which her brother had conceived for 
her. 

The pleasure of conversing with herself would have 
kept Elvira long silent: but Isabella, who thought only 
when speaking, soon broke it. “ You are dreaming,” said 
she to Elvira, (as she drew from her pocket a small mirror, to 
see if any thing else needed to be adjusted in her dress). 
“ Ah!” replied Elvira, “ who would not admire such 
beautiful objects?” “ What is it you see,” answered Isabella 
with vivacity. “ These trees,” said Elvira, “ this turf, this 
verdure, this delightful calm which overpowers the senses—” 
“ What!” interrupted Isabella, bursting into a_ Jaugh, 
“are these the objects of your profound meditation ?” 
“ Can there be any thing more delightful,” said Elvira, “ than 
the works of nature ?—“ Yes, much!” answered Isabella; 
“ to me, nothing is so irksome as its eternal sameness: 
one might live for centuries without hoping to see any 
thing new: always the same objects produced upon the 
same plan. Animals differ from us only by a few external 
shades: itissaid, that even plants have some affinities with 
living beings. If youadmire all that, [I donot; L think it very 
ill managed. That order of the seasons, which is deemed 
so marvellous, appears to me only a succession of a thousand 
different inconveniences. The spring would appear to me 
to be agreeable enough, if it were better understood ; but 
always leaves, always verdure, always grass, is insupportable. 
I confess, however, that there is in all these things a basis, of 
which better night be made ; with a little taste I would, with- 
out changing any thing, render nature almost as beautiful 
as art. 

“ For example, I would have the shape of the trees 
nearly the same as at present, but they should all have 
their leaves en camaieu, of different colours: one, a rose colour, 
another blue, a third red. If shades should be wanting, L 
would imagine so many new ones, that none of them should 
resemble each other. Instead of this rough, useless, dis- 
agreeable bark, my trees should be invested with mirrors : 
with five or six bandsome women, and as many men, 
a forest would then be as gay as a ball-room; more inge- 
nious than nature, | would render my forests no less delightful 
by night than by day, by embellishing all the branches of my 
fine camayeux with those fire insects, which would produce an 
admirable eflect. 

« [| would have it, also, literally true, that we walked 
upon noting but flowers; [ would have them all as low as 
the turf, and of more various colours than my trees 5 in path 
What 
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what could IT not imagine to give grace to this insipid 
uniformity of nature ?” 

[Isabella would doubtless have gone still further with the 
yeform of the universe, but she was interrupted by a cry from 
Elvira, who precipitately arose: Isabella did the same, without 
knowing what caused the fright of her companion. They 
were about to depart in haste, when a young man, covered 
with blood, fell just at their feet. 

Compassion succeeded to fear. “ Let us remain,” said 
Elvira, “ or this poor wreich might perish for want of help.” 
They approached towards him, bst found bim senseless, 
“ [ believe he has only fainted,” said Isabella; “ I will 
restore him.’—Immediately she drew from her pocket a 
small bottle of strong volatile elixir, which she sprinkled over 
his face; and, as it was principally in the head where the young 
man was wounded, the excessive pain which this caused soon 
restored him to his senses. 

Elvira was the first object which he beheld : his eyes became 
fixed upon her, and seemed to acquire new animation: but 
the blood which he had lost, soun caused him to relapse ; 
his tender, expressive, and languishing looks, had excited a 
more lively sentiment than pity in the heart of Elvira; she 
sat down beside him, and, sustaining his head with one 
hand, she endeavoured to stanch the bleeding of his 
wounds: with her handkerchief: “ Go, my dear Isabella,” 
said she, “ go and call our servants, they will give more 
cffectual aid than we can to this unfortunate youth: he is 
surely deserving of all our care.” 

At the very moment when Isabella was absent, the 
king, who was looking for Elvira, arrived on the spot, 
followed by the whole court ; she blushed as she beheld him, 
gently placed the head of the youth on ihe earth, arose, and 
turning towards the prince, “ Ah! Sire,” cried she, “ give 
orders that this young man may be tended, he is dangerously 
wounded.” “ Do you know him, Madam,” asked the king, 
with a manner as cold as Elvira’s was warm. “ No, Sire,” she 
replied, casting her eyes to the ground, “ but, to need 
help it is sufticient to be unfortunate.” “ You are right, 
Madam,” said the king, somewhat embarrassed ; “ you shall 
be obeyed.” At the same time he ordered his surgeons to 
inspect the wounds of the unknown. 

Elvira availed herself of that motion to draw Don Pedro 
aside. “ My brother,” said she, “ listen to me with in ulgenee : 
itseems that the destiny of this unhappy youth has conduéted 
him to my feet: | cannot think of abandoning him: the 
orders of the king wiil certainly be badly exceuted : let him 
be carried to your house, Lentreat you; to fee! that he dves 
not merit his fate, it is sufficient to look at hin.” © 1 pariici- 
pate 
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pate in your pity,” said Don Pedro; [ will ask the king’s 
permission ; ” « But you must ask it with importunity,” 
interrupted Elvira, “ that you may not be refused.” “ You 
shall be satisfied,” replied Don Pedro, as he quiited her to’ 
approach the wounded man, whom the king was attentively 
regaiding while his wounds were dressed, 

Though the eagerness of Elvira had seemed to displease 
the king, he could not contemplate the stranger move 
closely, without feeling interested for him: instinct, which 
is always true, produces bad effects only in souls of interior 
order : besides, the air, the shape, the dignified mien of the 
youth, which were evident even in the calamitous situation 
in which he was, sufliciently evinced that his birth and 
rank were above the common standard. The king would 
fain have known more about him ; but, to all the questions 
which were put to him, he replied only by sigus of respect and 
gratitude. , 

As soon as the first bandages were applied, Don Pedro 
obtained from the king, but not without some difhiculty, 
permission to have him conveyed to his own house. The 
chace was over : during their return, the whole conversation 
turned upon the event of the wounded man; among the 
courtiers, especially, conjecture was absolutely exhausted ; 
Elvira, thoughtful, without partaking of the conversation, had 
probably her conjectures ; but she communicated them to no 
one. 

Her first care, when she arrived at home, was to give express 
orders, which were repeated a hundred times, that the unkuowa 
should be tended with every care which his condition required: 
Elvira, for the first time, would be obeyed : the heart is much 
more impefious than the mind, 

It was known, in a few days, that the stranger was out of 
peril; but he did not speak ; the surgeons explained that one 
of his wounds affected, considerably, the organs of spcech and 
hearing, which were always mutually affected : he was not, 
however, deaf ; but, according tothem, he would be, nor could 
he be cured but by a miracle of art. 

This circumstance dashed the joy which Elvira had 
begun to feel, as she learned that his life was no longer in 
danger: “ he will never speak,” said she mournfully ; “ that 
is most unfortunate.” 





(To be continued.) 





New Mode of raising Money. 


Person belonging to Willington Colliery went to a honse 
in North Shields where a benefit society, of whieh his 
wile 
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wife is a member, is kept, when he informed the stewards, in 
sobs and groans which left no doubt of the fact, that his 
“. dear wife had bid adieu to this wicked world, after a short 
illness,” and claimed the usual allowance ! He was accordingly 
paid 6l. in cash, and 8s. in drink. The stewards went next 
day to attend the corpse to the grave, but how great was their 
surprise on meeting their supposed dead sister in perfect health. 
An explanation took place, when it appeared that the scheme 
had been adopted to satisfy an importunate creditor. The 
husband agreed to refund the money by instalments. 





The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by 
Adjournments, from the 23d of the fifth Month, to the 
lst of the sivth Month, 1810, inclusive. . 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great 

Britain, [reland, and elsewhere. 


Dear Frienps, 

¥ turning our minds towards saluting you with an epistle, 

and particularly as the subject came more closely under 
attention, an encouragement was felt, which induces us to 
believe that in so doing, we shall be in the way of our duty : 
and when that precious love which binds together the various 
members of the spiritual body is in dominion, this duty is freely 
fulfilled. And as the collected church of Christ, gathered 
into his name, and baptised into his spirit, must abide under 
this powerful influence to guide its proceedings; so also the 
members, in their separate allotments, can find no surer means 
of being preserved, each in the way of his own duty, or of 
contributing, each his share, to the common welfare, than by 
experiencing “ the love of God” renewedly “ shed abroad 
in their hearts.” But we know that the love of earthly things 
too often prevails, the harmony of even religious society is 
interrupted, yea even many become spiritually “ robbed and 
spoiled.” Dear friends, allof you who may hear or read _ this 
our tender salutation, let us address you in the language of the 
evangelical prophet, “ Arise, Shine :” you to whose hearts 
the Lord, in his never failing mercy, may direct the words of 
his servants, which of you can say that your “ light is” not 
“come?” Let it then be displayed in conduct. Keep in 
view the two great commandments of perpetual obligation ; 
the love of God, and the love of our neighbour, The latter 
is the ground of our Christian discipline, and the former is 
the life of our spiritual worship. And we are peisuaded 
that if, through the redeeming power of the Lord, and by 
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continuing in his fear and under his guidance, we become 
settled in these holy dispositions; if, to use other words, with 
gratitude, watchfulness, and lowliness of mind, we improve 
these holy gifts of grace, they will never be taken from us: 
but will remain and expand, when the veil of flesh shall be 
removed, and a nearer access be opened to the Fountain of 
Love, in a blissful immortality. 

At these annual assemblies, when we are receiving accounts 
of the state of the meetings which this yearly meeting 
superintends, we have too often occasion+of grief, in hearing 
of defects which do not comport with a people professing to 
be spiritually minded. Such are from various quarters 
Feported to us this year. Yet we are not disposed to 
enumerate them now; though we can readily trace their 
origin. But let us remind every one amongst us, that it is 
better to be willing to trace, each the origin of his own 
defect, than to compose his mind by considering it a small 
one. The more we can abide under a_ sense of our own 
wants, the readier and the more earnestly shall we apply for 
help to him upon whom help is laid. And probably the 
natural unwillingness there is in the creature to feel in 
itself a testimony to its own unworthiness, is one great 
reason why no more are raised up as_ testimony-bearers 
to the Lord’s all-sufficiency and goodness. It can scarcely 
be denied, that faithful labourers in his vineyard are still 
wantiug. We noticed, in our last year’s epistle, the removal 
of many who, according to our power of spiritual perception, 
might bear that appellation. The information of the present 
year has added to the ‘list of the dead, who, we doubt not, 
have died in the Lord; and it is a repeated call to the 
living, to look well to their foundations. This call also has 
additional force, when we consider that other faithful 
servants are verging to the same solemn period: a period 
which, though to them it may be unspeakably blessed, will 
deprive the church of their labours, and of the secret travail, 
sympathy, and prayer of their spirits. 

It is certainly not easy to compress the wants of the 
church in one comprehensive term ; but it seems as if one 
of the watch-words, peculiarly worthy of attention in the 
present day were Dedication. Remember, dear visited 
friends, that when Christ invites you to submit to his yoke, 
he declares it to be easy ; while the yoke of disobedience is 
known to be heavy. ‘Thus, while we are inviting you to 
faithfulness, by the losses which we are ready to deplore, 
in the departure of servants and of hand-maids ; and by the 
joy that opened on their view as they were entering on that 
nearer union with their Lord; with him “ of whom the 
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whole family in Heaven and earth is named :” we may truly 
say, Bretlien, Sisters, “ ye are all called unto liberty,” 
even “ the . glorious liberty of the children of God,” 
And it is with thankfulness that we perceive, as also we 
hinted Jast year, wnat very many of our beloved young 
friends of bo‘ sexes, seem sensible that the Lord’s preparimg 
band ts upon them. How. then do we desire that these may 
perseveréin the path ef dedication ; yea, that in their love 
and service, they, may “ go on from strength to strength 5 
votil, having fulfilled their due measure of suffening, every 
ene of them may “ appear” with final, acceptance, “ before 
Good ‘in Zion. 

The amount of the sufferings reported this year on ac- 
count of tithes, priests’ demands, and: those called church 
rates, and for military demands, is upwards of twelve 
thousand six -hundred and -seventy-eight pounds. Jn our 
Jast year’s epistle we averted to the imprisonment of a few 
young nen, under the militia laws; aud expressed our jape 
prehension that more cases of that kind would follow. Our 
belief of the attachment of many of our youth to their 
peaceable testimony, induced this apprebevsian, and it has 
been verified ‘by the confinement of several more on accopnt 
of the local militia, and of one for the common militia. 
Though these temporary sacrifices of liberty, demonstrate a 
disposition which endears them to .our hearts, nevertheless 
we cannot forget that they are yet but in the beginning of 
their course af devotedness; and, as jis the case im various 
ways with:many others of our jprecious youth, are now only 
“ girding on the sharness.” If, dear youth, you are allowed 
to receive a »peaceful ‘reward for your early submission to 
duty, gratitude prompts you still to;keep your eye to jyour 
holy guide, for further manifestations of his will, and for 
further proofs of his protecting care. .And know assuredly, 
that af your days are prolonged to a «period at present ne- 
mote, and you are preserved in the fear of the Lord, these, and 
all your ‘morniug acts of humble attachment to bis cuuse, will 
be sweet in your remembrance. 

We have received at this time epistles from all the North 
American yearly meetings ; in which, besides the general 
vigilance over the welfare of the society, we find a conti- 
nuance of attention to the same objects of more general 
concern, which we mentioned last year: namely, the 
state of. the black people still held as slaves, and the 
measures emplayed in civilizing the Lodian .natives. The 
episte trom Lreland has been particularly grateful to as, aud 


we ‘have not failed to testify our unity with friends in that 


nation by a few affectionate words of reply. Living as we 
do under. the ssame government, and above all. professing the 
'ol.:60. 42 same 
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same holy and uniting principle, we are inclined at this time 
to commend oor friends of the sister nation, to the con- 
tinued cordial remembrance of their brethren on this side the 
channel. 

Now, dear friends, we would mention one subject which at 
this time has been under our notice; a caution to all, to use 
moderation in their manner of living ; and in this way to 
seek relief from the increasing expence of the times in 
which we live, rather than by engaging in more extensive, 
and often hazardous schemes in trade. By these latter 
means the mind becomes encumbered, and unfitted for re- 
ligious service, yea often for religious thought, and for 
breathing daily after the spiritual riches, which are to be 
enjoyed in close communion with God. And let us beseech 
you to consider, how distant from the state which endeavours 
to stand resigned to give up all, if required, is that state 
which indulges itself in ease to the full extent of its power, 
or is endeavouring by. multiplied adventures in trade, to ac- 
quire that power, which it covets for the purpose of worldly 
enjoyment. We believe however, and we are glad in be- 
dieving, that there are numbers who act upon sounder prin- 
ciples than these ; who knowing, as saith the apostle, that 
“ the fashion- of this world passeth away,” are really de- 
sirous of using “ this world as not abusing it.” These, we 
would encourage to liold on in the way cast up before them, 
trusting in the Lord, who hath declared that all things ne- 
cessary will be given to those who seek first his kingdom. 
Thus trusting, and endeavouring to apply to bim ig secret 
supplication, in the difficulties that must in a state of proba- 
tion be the lot of all, we may humbly hope that, in our se- 
veral proportions, we shall “ grow in the truth” individually ; 
and that, coming up in our allotments in the church mili- 
tant, our various meetings will also, whether more or less 
as to number, experience among them a ‘ growth in the 
truth,’ 

But, dear friends, there is one attainment which, at this 
time, we are earnest to remind you of; an attainment with- 
out which, no other gift can be permanent and certain. We 
want to press on. you the never ceasing duty of. humility 
and lowness of mind.. Even our Biessed Lord declared bim- 
self to be “ meek and lowly in beart;” and can any one, 
expecting salvation by him, be exempt from the need of 
possessing the same holy temper? However great the ta- 
lents with which he may have endowed us by nature, or 
however he may replenish our souls with the more excellent 
gitts of bis Holy Spirit, still we bave nothing which we have 
not received; and. we can have no sound reason for setting 
at nought the least of our bretheren—for whom, let us re 
meinber, 
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member, equally as forms, Christ died: Let us then, dear 
friends, be willing to examine ourselves, and- know whether 
we are indeed humble followers of a lowly-minded, though 
omnipotent saviour. If we feel a deficency of humility, 
let us:pray for an increase, and for assistance to check the 
springings up of its dreadful opposite, pride; and if we 
are not without some ground of hope that we are endowed 
in good degree, with an humble heart, we shall certainly be 
encouraged ‘still to supplicate for its continuance. Finally, 
dear friends; whether, with the beloved disciple, we address 
you. as fathers, or as young’ men ; whether, without regard 
of sex or station, our love in Christ now salutes the aged or 
the. rising generation; remember, that itis “ the méek: 
whom the Lord will teach “ his way :” and thus taught, and 
receiving with unreserving heart, the holy doctrine, “ Grace 
and peace” will be maltiplied; “ from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting, by 
JOHN WILKINSON, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 





= — 


INTERESTING TRIALS. 


—_——-— 


COURT of KING’s BENCH, July 12. 





BAKER.V. SWAINSTONE, 


N R. GARROW stated that this was an action of great 

importance, and was brought to recover damages from 
the defendant, for refusing to attend as a witness in a former 
action, brought by the plaintiff against one of the present de- 
fendant’s clerks, although he was served with a subpoena. In 
consequence of his non-attendance, the plaintiff was non- 
suited in that canse, and saddled with costs to the amount of 
211]. 8s. lid. The defendant resided at Liverpool, and is 
collector of the customs there ; and when served with the sub- 
pena by the plaintiffs attorney, who tendered him at the 
sume time 14]. to defray his expences up to town, he declared 
that he would not come. 

On the part of the defendant it was stated, that he was not 
served with the subpoena ‘till late on Saturday evening, the 
Qd of December, whilst.at his house, a short distance from Li- 
verpool, and it required his attendance, with his appointment 
to his office, in the court of king’s bench, by nine o’clock on 
the Monday morning following. His appointment was locked 
up in his office at Liverpool, and he conceived there was not 
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sufficient time for him to procure it,.and be in Londou by the 
tiade nientioned. 

Lord Ellenborough was of opinion, in the present case, suf. 
fieieat notice had not been given tothedefendant. Lt. was ne- 
Cessary that witnesses should attend to forward the ends of 
jestice, but it was at all times a tax upon persons, und ought to 
be enforced by the contending parties with as much attention 
to the individual so compelled to attend as possible. What 
was the case here? The witness was residing at Liverpool, and 
his attendance is wanted by nine o'clock ou the Monday morn- 
ing in town; the plaintiff does not. serve him. with a notice 
“till six o’clock on the Saturday evening preceding, and then 
in December. This was nothing less than to requie him to 
come from Liverpool after dark, on Saturday night, and be in 
London by day-break on Monday morning. If this were to 
be considered as faix notice, giving evidence to the farther- 
ance of justice would become the severest tax and’ burden 
which could possibly be imposed upon a person. Plaintiff 
non-suited. 








KING’s BENCH, July 14. 
BARNWELL U. SIR EDWARD, PRICE, BART. 


THIS was an action to recover 1261. the value of certain 
bills of exchange, which the plaintiff had accepted for the de- 
fendant. The plaintiff was steward to the earl of Kerry; the 
defendant was the proprietor of.a:‘country bank, and has 
more than once cut a conspicuous figure in the courts and at 
the assizes. Sir Edward asecidentally meeting the innocent 
steward, hinted that be had discovered a relationship between 
him and Lady Pryce. However improbable, said Mr. Garrow, 
this was, the steward’ was delighted with the discovery, aiid in- 
stantly commenced cultivating this charming connection. It 
was next hinted to hia that he might be of service to the bank 
by only civilly consenting to give gold for paper. Now this 
paper had once some value, namely, the intrinsic. value of the 
material; but the moment Sir Edward had pat his transmuting 
signature upon it, its nature was changed, and the paper was 
worth nothing. After some intercourse, rather dark and intri- 
cate, between the parties, various specimens of epistolary ex- 
cellence, and some more dubious proofs of rectiiude in the 
shape of accommodation bills, the plaintiff was childishly in- 
duced to accept bills of exchange to the amount of 1261. which 
he was of course foreed to pay, from whatever funds he might 
find. This sum was now to be claimed from the jury. 

The jury found averdict for the plaintiff. Damages ‘ 
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_ In.an onimportant case, of an action to recover. tie price of 
astrayed-horse,. which had beea sold afer theee, months, keeps 
wp, With. a compact for his retura it demanded, by the right 
owner;;(Lord Ellenborough expressed himself, strangly agaist 
the transaction, The house should hayerbeea pat in a.place,sa 
public that he might have been.publi¢ly seen aad owned, The 
shortest time of bis keeping, before.bang Casposed ‘of, should 
be, a.year at least... This praccige of locking up, strays, and 
then, selling. them at a short notice, was the most certain way 
to encograge horse-stealing in the neighbourhood: of) ihe metro- 
polis, and the other great towns. It could not be too severely 
animadverted upon. 





KING’s BENCH, July 19. 
Breach of Promise, of Marriage. 
SMITH V. STODDERT. 


Ms. PARKE stated this to be un action by whieh the 
plaimtiff sought to recover a compeusation in damages for. 
breach of promise of marriage, The plaintiff was a. widow, 
about thirty years of age, being ih.a respectable line of busi, 
pess.ag. a linen-draper, aud. the defendant was a coach-maker 
in South Audley-street. The plaiptiff had no childrens and 
the defendant had an only.daughter. ‘The defendant,was ace 
customed to deal with the plaintiff in her husband’s life time, 
and since she became a. widow he had called mare . constantly 
at her shop, ‘till, in the month of June, 1809, he tendered her 
marriage. No persou was present at this time, but the whole 
tenor, of the detendant’s conduct. would prove -that.such was 
the fact. The plaintiff felt an objection to the defendant’s 
proposal. in consequence of ‘her having a maiden.sister,.a Miss 
Lawes, who resided with her; but.on communicating the mate 
ter to her sister, she learned that there was a young wan wha 
had offered her marriage, and whe was willing to step forward 
and take the business olf Mrs. Smith’s hands, It would be 
shewn that thedefendant actually, in contemplation of bis own 
marriage with Mrs, Sinith, negociated with this young man 
what he should pay for coming inte the plaintiff’s business ; that 
he told his child to call her mamma ; talked of her as being 
his property, and engaged that the marriage should take place, 
and ihe business of the plainuff be given up to the young man 
alluded to, immediately on the defendant’s return from Nor- 
Wich, to which place he was then about to set out. The de- 
fendant, however, had chosen to retract from this promise, and 
the plaint#? had been obliged to do, what she could not be 
supposed to have dlyne without pain, she had made a tender 
of 
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of herself to the defendant. The circumstances of the de- 
fendant would appear, from a statement under his own hand, 
to be most respectable, he having, in contemplation of the 
marriage, furnished the plaintiff with an account of his pro- 
perty, amounting to 10,000l. and he hat also, in returv, been 
furnished with a state of thé plaintiff’s stock in trade, &c. 
Robert Newman, who had offered to purchase the lease, &c. 
of the plaintiff's shop, which he negociated with the defendant, 
proved the foregoing facts, when the-counsel for the ‘parties 
agreed that’ the plaintiff should have a verdict for 200). 


COURT of EXCHEQUER, July 19. 
PROPERTY TAX. 
CAUTION TO LANDLORDS. 


THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL VU. THOMAS DICKINSON, 


THIS information was filed under the direction’ of the 
board of taxes, at the instance of the commissioners of thé 
property tax at Manchester, against the cdefendant, who'is's 

utcher, and owner of several small tenemeéiits there, to réco- 
ver two penalties of 501. for two distinct refusals to allow Maré 
tha Marshall, one of his tenants, the several sums of 7s. Gd. 
and 12s, the landlord’s property tax on‘a rent of 61. per’ an- 
nom, which she had vad the collector, and requested the 
defendant to reimburse, but which he positively refused to do, 
telling her that he had no right to pay the tax, that she must 

ay it herself, and that if he had not his full rent, he would 
immediately distrain on her goods ; and which full rent she ac- 
cordingly paid. 

The facts were proved on the evidence of the tenant, a poor 
widow woman of respectable appearance, and who, from the 
plain and simple manner in which she gave her evidence, ex- 
cited particular interest. It was also proved that before these 
refusals, similar complaints had been frequently made to the 
commissioners against the defendant by his ‘other tenants, 
and that he had been previously cautioned against his per- 
sisting in this unlawful course, and of his liability to the pe- 
nalties. 

The lord chief baron, in addressing the jury, expressed great 
satisfaction at the conduct of the commissioners in having 
made so just an example of this defendant. The jury gave a 
verdict for the crown iu two penalties of 50. 
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ROLL’s COURT, July 12. 
EROLL AND CO. VU. HORWOOD. 


THIS important cause, involving property to the amount of 
60,000!. was decided yesterday by Sir W. Grant, after hearing 
Sir A. Pigott, Sir Samuel Romilly, Mr. Russell, Mr. O’Deady, 
and many other counsel. 

It appeared from the pleadings, that the defendant, a great 
manutacturer, had, in the course of pecuniary dealings with the 
plaintiffs, his bankers, deposited the deeds of a copyhold 
estate, accompanied with a note in writing, to the following ef- 
fect :—“ I send you these deeds as a collateral security for 
Arcton’s and my bills.” This Arcton drew bills previously to the 
deposits made, upon Horwood toa great amount, which Horwood 
indorsed, and discounted with his bankers. There were also bills 
of Horwood in their hands distinct from those drawn by Arcton; 
and the great point was to ascertain the extent to which a lien 
or equitable mortgage wascreated on the deposit. Horwood and 
Arcton are both dead ; and since the decease of the latter, his 
executors have paid off the amount of the bills which he 
originally drew in favour of Horwood, and they claimed a lien 
forso much on the deposit in the bankers’ hands; but the 
bankers said that the deposit was given as well for payment of 
their general balance as for debts antecedently due, and there- 
forerefused. His honour decreed, that thesurety, in all cases of 
deposits, was entitled, upon paying off thesum he had engaged 
for, to stand in the situation of the creditor paid by him; and 
sherefore that Arcton had a lien on the title deeds in the hands 
of the bankers for the debts discharged; and that the plaintiffs, 
the bankers, had also a right toa further lien upon the title deeds 
for such sums as were due at the time of the delivery of the 
deposit, but not beyond that for a general balance. 





Arches Court, Doctor's Commons, July 16, 1810. 
PRING AGAINST CURREY. 


THIS was originally a suit instituted in the consistorial 
court of Bath and Wells, by John Currey against Mr. Pring, 
for smiting and laying violent hands on Thomas Currey, the 
brother of the promoter, and also for brawling, quarrelling, or 
chiding, in the parish church of Norton Fitzwarren. 

It appeared, that on the Sabbath of the 28th of November, 
1802, there being between 40 and 50 persous assembled in 
the church for the purpose of hearing divine service, that 
Thomas Carrey seated himself in a pew belonging to two other 
parishioners, who endeavoured to turn him out. A _ scuftle 
ensued between the parties, when Mr, Pring, the tnen 
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churchwarden, came up (as allegéd) end used very foul and 
indecorous language, and added, ‘“* We will have no fighting 
here, if you want to fight go into the church-yard,” which 
place, by, the statute of the Sth and Oth of Edward the Fifth, 
was-equally prohibited from such a transaction occurring ity 
and it was further eaacted, that persons so offending against 
that statute (particularly the churchwarden, whose duty it 
was: to keep thé peace during divine service), was liable. ta. be 
suspended, 

The learned judge was clearly of opinion, that the church, 
warden had’ not discharged his duty in so strict and correct a 
manner.as he ought to have done ; that his conduct was very 
heproper ou the occasion, but under all the circumstances and 
considerations of the case, he should dismiss the defendant, 
and condema him in 40), costs, 


COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, Juzy 17. 
LUCAS VU. WILLAN, 


THIS was an action brought by the plaintiff, who had been 
a passenger.in the Pilot, Liverpool stage-coach, belonging to 
the defendant, and had had his thigh broken in consequence of 
the coach having broken down. The plaintiff alleged the 
injury to have taken place from the double negligence of the 
defendant ; first, in providing a bad axletree to his coach ; and 
next, in employing a careless driver. 

Mr. Hickman, who was a passenger when the accident 
happened, deposed, that it took place about 150 miles from 
London, at the foot of a steep hill, where a rail-way intersected 
the road; rain had fallen, and the iron of the rail-way projected 
hear two ihches above the ‘surface of the road. He warned 
the coachmin, when going down the hill, that he was driving 
too fast, but the coachman Jaughed at bim, and asked him if 
he was frightened; the coach~jolted severely over the -irou 
rail-way, and the axletree snapped : the plaintiff had his thigh 
broken. 

Lord Chief Justice Mansfield proceeded to comment upon 
the evidence. The jury, he said, bad heard the driver was 
going down the bill at the rate of seven or eight miles-an houg, 
and that he was warped ‘he was driving too fast, but he 
disregarded the admonition, If, then, they thought the 
accident might have becn prevented by the driver’s going more 
slowly,or putting a drag on his wheel, they would find for the 
piaintfl ; they would give him whatever damages they might 
consider due to him, both for his surgical expences and persouul 
hypury, . 

Verdict for the plaintiff; damages 120}. 40s. costs. 
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SPIDERS’ THREADS,-—._ ~~ 


:m 
HE bombycine, or spiders’ threads of Pliny are, without 
doubt, the- work of .the silk-worm. It appears, there- 
fore, that the bombycme was originally a stuff wholly of silk ; 
but that, on account of the preciousness of the material, it be- 
came a practice to xavel or unweave such silken stuffs, and to 
employ both the warp and shoot for the warp or mixed stuffs. 
These stuffs, with silken. warps aud woollen. shoots, were also 
called bombycynes, after the parent article, and wére invented 
in an island of the Archipelago. 





SINGULAR ‘ROBBERY. 


N the month of May last, so early as half past eight o’clock 
in the evening, Mr. Nicholls, a respectable farmer, of Toft, 
near Bourn, in Lincolnshire, was stopped, on his reiurn from 
Stamford market, by a highwayman, who robbed him of about 
16l. in bank bills. The offender was on foot, and armed with 
an extremely ‘large cudgel, which Mr. Nicholls, as he ap- 
proached him on the road,(near the sixth mile-stone from 
Stamford) observed, with some surprise, but little suspected the 
use to which it was-about to ‘be put. : 

On the two meeting, the robber seized the reins of Mr. Ni- 
cholls’s horse, and demanded his money, who, net believing 
him to be in earnest, said, ‘‘’ Poh, poh, you don’t mean to 
rob me.” To which the fellow replied, “ { do; Sir; your mo- 
ney or your life I will have, T ain in distress, and have not a 
farthing to help myself with.” 

After some further parley, in which the man spoke threa- 
teningly, but never swore nor, used gross. language, Mr. Ni- 
eholls delivered'his pocket-book, containing about 23]. The 
robber opened the book deliberately, and cautiously looked 
over the bank-bills; and upon, Mr.,Nicholls’s representing that 
it was all the money he had to assist him ona journey he was 
taking, and begging to have some of it:returned; after a short 
time he gave him back two one pound bills. — 

He then quitted his hold; and the parties had proceeded 
20 or 30 yards, ia opposite directions, when Mr. Nicholls cal- 
led to the robber, and told him, that he might as well give back 
the pocket-book, which would be of no value to him. “ Well,” 
said the fellow, returning to meet Mr. Nicholls, “ there it is; 
aid here’s a ten pound bill too more than [ want.” He ac- 
tually thereupon re-delivered the book and bill, and soon after 
Was out of sight, 
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OXFORD ENCANIA POETRY, JULY, 18:0, 


be mute amaze the tranced Roman lay, 
What time on Afric’s sultry zone, 
In visions of the night was shewn 
To his rapt mind celestial glory’s way. 
Befure his wondering view was Bo 
he green earth’s lap, and ocean bed ; 
He matk’d how broad the barren main 
Stretch’d its inhospitable reign ; 
How wide o’er all the chequer’d land 
Lay wastes of snow, and seas of sand; 
Row thin dispers’d the space between, 
/here fields and peopled towns were seen, 
Like shatowy spots upon the fickle deep. 
Then caught his ear the theme sublime 
Of him who bade him upward climb, 
To gain by patriot worth the glorious steep ; 
here listening to the mystic chime, 
Unhodied spirits of the heroes throng, 
Charm’d by that mazy dance, and undisturbed song. 


Thus, who that scans the roll of ages past, 
But views w ith grief, from side to side, 
The spreading of the waters wide, 
Thghoey mvuntain’s Fort, and desert waste ? 
ho’ Greece her oli’ d ‘hills among 
‘Tune the-rich, thick warbled song, 
nd bright the purple vintage bloom 
round the stately ‘totvers of Rotne; 
Yet far-reinov’d the climes and few, 
Where ¢cultur’d plants of genius grew, 
Like some Batavian pastuie fair, 
By toil severe, and wakeful care, 

Won from the cheerless void that slumbers by ; 
And soon, from ocean’scither bound, 
Returning billows burst the mound ; 

Past :shrinks the tand before th’ affrighted eye, 
By Gothic. waves encircled round ; 

While Paynim floods in fiercer tide advance, 

And scarce a green isle leave to break the vast expans¢. 


Yet happier deem nat their's the lot of yore; 
Alike for us that vintage stream’d ; 
For us the golden hatvest gieam’d, 

And our’s the ‘fruit that distant ages bure. 
And ever, with revolving years, 
Fresh fruits and flowers each summer bears, 
And gathering riches swell the store, 
Combin'd ‘with‘all that pleas’d before, 
While in ournative woods and plains 

ncy wakes her living strains, 

And elvquence her thunder plies, 
Or bids persuasive accents rise. 


Soft 
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Soft scatter’d from her lips like wintry snows; 
Still sounds the tuneful Dorie choir, 
The Attic sheil, the Mantuan lyre, 
That charm’d embattled Rome to stern repose; 
Stil] glows the fount of heavenly fire, 
That béam’d to him, first favout’d of the nine, 
Who sang the wandering chief, and tale of Troy divine. 


Let low-born pride the precious gift despise, 
Let sullen envy backward flin 
The bounty of each earlier spring ; 
Be our’s the task to guide the glittering prize, 
Still as we tend the grateful toil, 
Princes lénd the cheering smile ; 
And nobles of her loftiest ifne, 
England sends to deck the shrine, 
By: wisdom, worth, and learhing won, 
here Oxford seats her patriot son ; 
Well pleas’d, in each maturer place, 
word and well-plann‘d deed to trace 
The manly promise of his opening mors 
Best patriot he! whose stedfast way 
Nar courts, nor lawlesé crowds can sway, 
Nor light deceit, on breath of flattery borne; 
In him, should clouds o’erhang the day, 
Yet shall (hat <ecret, self-approving power 
Calm every anxious thought, and cheer the darkest hour. 





THE STATUE OF THE DYING GLADIATOR. 


Wit then no pitying sword its succour lend 
The giadiator’s mortal throes to end, 

To free the unconquer’d mind, whose generous pow’s 
Triumphs o’er nature in her saddest hour? 


Bow’d low, and full of death, his head declines, 
Yet o’er his brow indignant valour shines, 
Still glares his closing eye with angry light, 
Now glares, now darkens with approaching night. 


Think not with terror heaves that sinewy breast, 
*Tis vengeange visible, and pain suppress’d; 
Calm in despair, in agony sedate, 
His proud soul wsestles with o’ermastering fate; 
This pang the conflict ends; he falls not yet, 
Seems every nerve for one last effort set, 
At once by death, death’s lingering pow’r to brave, 
He will not sink, but plunge into the grave, 
Exhaust his mighty heart in one fast sigh, 
And rally all life’s energies—to die! 


Unfear’d is now that cord, which oft ensnar’d 
The baffled rival whom his falchion spar’d ; 
Those clarions mute, which on the murd’rous stage 
Rous’d him to deeds of more than martial rage; 

Once pois’d by peerless might, once dear to fame, 
The shield which could not guard, supports his frame ; 
His fix’d eye dwells upon the faithless blade, 

As if in silent agony he pray’d, 

** Oh might I yet, by one avenging blow, 

Not shun my fate, but share it with my foe! 

Vain hope !— the streams of life-blood fast descend; 
That giant-arin’s upbearing strength must bend. 
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Yet. shall he scorn, prucaumbent, 'to betray; * ears! 
One dastard sign of anguish-or dismay, ¢ sor 7 
With one weak plaist to shame his parting breath, 

In pangs sublime, magnificent in death } nD 9 
But his were deegs unchyunicled; his tomb 
No patriot wreathg®jdoro ; to cheer his doom, 
No svothing thoughts arisé of duty done, : 
Of trophied conquests forchis country jwon-v 
And he, whose sculptur’d fotm pave deathless fam 
To Ctesilas—he died without a name !iw soc: 
Haply to grace somé Czsar’s pageant pride .- 
The hero-siave or hiseling-champion died, .,;.; | 
When Rome, denerate Rome, for barbarous shews, vie 
Barter’d her virtue, glory, and repose, 
Sold all that freemen prize as great and gopd, 
For pomps of ‘death, and theatres of blood! 
GEORGE ROBERT. CHINNERY, Christ Church, 
For the WEEKLY: ENTERTALNER. a 
MORAL REFLEXIONS: D) 
wyeat means my agitated breast ? 
I here no rest can take; 
With every morning’s early dawn 
— sarrows fresh awake «» Sr oe | 
*“Oh! that some pitying friend would come, 1 
And grant nye. seme relief; az ttiy 
Pour soine kind-balm upon my woes, ; full 
. And case me of my. grief. pla 
No friendly tongue, methinks, I hear, , the 
In friendly whisper: say, sha 
s* Ill give advice, and lend my aid 
Throughout life’s thorny way.’ wh 
(Why all this:anxious ‘care and toil, _ 
Since life myst still go on ? ap} 
*fis in the grave, and only there, | 
We find a péaceful home. gla 
To-morrow’s sun, for aught I know, of 
Ine’er may live to see; wi 
Stop, Oh! kind reader, pause awhile, ’ 
The like might fall to thee. anc 
I hope, when life’s short journey’s o’er, “ 
And nature’s debt is. paid, offi 
To .ncet in Heaven, and there to share co\ 
Such joys as never fade. sun 
Shepton Mallet. T. BYRT. ( 
ik 3 flo 
nol 
IMPROMPTU. ter 
ACH morn fair Clara’s face displays ) 
The tender tiut the lily shews ; sky 
Her taste at night claims all our praise-— \ 
She emulates the blushing rose! 





